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Snowed In! 
As we reviewed our little travelers this month, it became clear very 
quickly that the bugs weren’t moving! Very few racers actually picked up 
mileage in February and is likely due to unusually snowy winters in areas 
of the country that do not typically get lots of snow.  Let’s face it, icy 
roads and snow covered hiking trails don’t always inspire geocachers to 
get out there and cache! We may not be completely snowed in like our 
fellow cachers in Boston but we have had our fair share here in 
Colorado.  To put it all in perspective, how about we take a look at the 
city that has been named the snowiest place on Earth.

Aomori City, Japan is the city that gets to claim the #1 spot with an 
average of 26 ft of snow each year.  The #2 city on the snowiest city list 
can also be found in Japan.  Sapporo, Japan reports an average snowfall 
of 17 ft each year.  That is a lot of snow! Sapporo has figured out a way to 
use this snow to their advantage by hosting the Sapporo Snow Festival 
each year.  The headlining event at this festival is the International Snow 
Sculpture contest and boasts around 2 million visitors each year.  
Festival goers this year were amazed at how well sculptors captured 
Darth Vader in snow as seen in the picture below.  Pretty amazing!  If 
snow sculptures aren’t your thing, Sapporo also boasts 114 geocaches as 
well just waiting to be found!
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Mystery Monthly 
Goal for March - 
March Madness! 

Looks like there was at least one 
traveler that was in the mood for 
love in February.  Congratulations 
to Going-Up’s Bronze Bison Bug 
on winning last month’s mystery 
goal by visiting I Love Patrice 
(GC5N0HA) in Buitenveldert, 
Netherlands on 2/26/15! 

If you know Memfis Mafia, you 
know we love our sports!  March 
Madness is a staple in our house 
so why not challenge our bugs to 
incorporate a little NCAA 
basketball into their travels as well.   
You can claim yourself the 
monthly mystery goal winner if 
your racer is the first to visit or get 
dropped in a cache in any of the 
states represented by the college 
basketball teams to make it to the 
Final Four game.  Good Luck! 

Total Miles Traveled 

Our travelers have racked up 
some serious mileage since 
beginning this little race.  The 
grand total of mileage 
accumulated thus far is … 
296,679.14 

Travel Bug Times
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28 States Visited

�

13 Countries Visited

Ireland United Kingdom

The Netherlands Germany

Japan Belgium

Thailand Sweden

South Korea     Slovakia

Guam Bahamas

Czech Republic
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Winter Geocaching Tips 
from Geocaching.com

- Safety  First:  Go  geocaching  in 
groups  of  two  or  more.  Tell  a 
friend where     you’re going 
and when you plan on returning.

- Don’t  forget  extra  batteries  for 
your  GPS  device.  Cold  weather 
causes  batteries  to  drain  faster 
than warm weather.

- Bring  a  pencil.   Pens  often 
freeze in winter, making signing a 
geocaching log impossible.

- Be  prepared  as  the  affects  of 
winter weather may increase the 
difficulty  and terrain rating of  a 
geocache.

- Geocache  containers  may  be 
frozen shut. Warm the container 
with  hand-warmers  or  a  car 
heater to open.

- Don’t be a spoiler.  Be careful of 
your  tracks  do  not  lead  other 
geocachers straight to the cache 
or  a rouse  cur ios i ty  among 
muggles.

Mileage updates:

top 5 mileage-getters as of 12/31/14…

1.  Going-Up                          169,126.85 mi

2. Bacon & Fudge                        7,984.1 mi

3. Capt. Cache                             7,727.4 mi

4. Dutch Cocoa & Beans         7,404.86 mi

5. Dud & Plato                            6,777.8 mi


